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150, |THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

of fairness is expressed in what Mr. DieMnson writes of the Kaiser : 
" According to Baron Beyens, on hearing the news of the murder of 
the Archduke the Kaiser changed color, and exclaimed : ' All the 
effort of my life for twenty-five years must be begun over again ! ' 
A tragic cry which indicates what I personally believe to be the case, 
tii&t it has been the constant effort of the Kaiser to keep the peace in 
Europe, and that he foresaw now that he would no longer be able to 
resist war." 

That view of European affairs which seems destined to prevail 
when passions have subsided and truth separates itself from doc- 
trine, is expressed by Mr. Dickinson with a philosophic clearness, an 
intensity, and a restraint that should make his book a real force. 



Present-Dat China. By Gardner L. Harding. New York : The 
Century Company, 1916. 

Mr. Harding's little book stands quite apart from much that has 
been written about China in that it is neither a conventional study 
of events nor merely a series of more or less 'vivid impressions of 
Chinese life and character. In order to iinderstand the awakened 
China of today, it is necessary first to know something of the peo- 
ple — not in generalities, but in specific human terms — and then %o 
understand what the spirit of nationality is, and what its power may 
be not merely among the inhabitants of America and Europe but 
among the remoter dwellers in Asia. Mr. Harding possesses both 
kinds of comprehension. As one who has lived long in China and 
who has studied to attain a genuine understanding of the Chinese 
people, he has gathered plenty of significant observations. Through 
his grasp of the Chinese situatiMi as a whole — and more particularly 
through his sympathetic understanding of the national spirit — he is 
able to interpret his observations convincingly. 

The reader of Mr. Harding's book will be likdy to revise the 
view, if he has entertained it, that the Chinese are foredoomed [to 
v^etate for aai indefinite period under an absolute and unprogressive 
monarchy. ' ' The Chinese worship of monarchical institutions, for all 
the centuries, ... is largely an illusion for foreign consumption. 
The Chinese have not even had a nobility, and their local government, 
which has been nntil recently the only government the people have 
felt, has been essentially democratic, even communistic in character." 
The awakening of the people, though slow and partial, has been real. 
Then, too, there have been concrete signs of national progress. The 
pei-il of bankruptcy, for example, has passed, and ihe " game of 
paying off old debts with new loans is almost over." The reader 
cannot but respond to the author's well-supported and not too san- 
guine conviction that the potentiality of China as a nation is im- 
mense. The significance of this hopeful view is seen when it is 
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pointed out, in a manner that leaves little room for doubt, that the 
upbuilding of China is vital to the peace of the world. 

This interesting discourse of Mr. Harding's, readable as narra- 
tive, entertaining in its incidental pictures of life and in the glimpses 
it gives of notable persons, puts vitality into one's conception of 
China, and it clearly embodies a definite and ethical idea of world- 
policy. 



My Home in the Field op Honoe. By Frances Wilson Huard. 
New York: George H. Doran Company, 1916. 

If the vivid account which Mme. Huard has written of her ex- 
periences in the battlefield of northern France during the great re- 
treat were pure fiction, one would nevertheless read it with intense 
interest. All the fictional elements are here : plot, in the broader 
sense ; suspense, character, depth of feeling, and, of course, a scene 
and a series of incidents that the imagination could hardly create. 
The author tells in the simplest and most concrete terms of how the 
news of approaching war was received in Paris, of the matter-of-fact 
way in which men responded to the call to arms, of how her home — 
the chateau of Villiers, sixty miles northwest of Paris — was trans- 
formed from the scene of a pleasant house-party into an improvised 
military hospital. In short, she gives an extraordinarily clear real- 
ization of just how the outbreak of the war affected the everyday 
life, the thought and feeling, of sensitive, highly civilized men and 
women : she makes us understand how great was the change and 
yet how far it was from being cataclysmic. Then she tells us of the 
streams of refugees, coming from villages ever nearer her own 
home, and then of her own hurried and eventful fliight southward 
before the Germany army. Finally she gives us a no less graphic 
account of her return over the battlefield to her home, now wrecked 
and defiled. The author has made use of an uncommon literary 
gift to write a story of actual experiences that brings before us the 
fearfulness of war without any effect of melodrama or superfluity 
of horror, and that expresses real emotion with siacerity and with 
artistic restraint. When one remembers that the narrative is not 
fiction, but simple truth, one gasps. The effort to realize what has 
taken place in Europe is difficult and painful, but it is good for 
one's soul. In this story of Mme. Huard 's, so vigorously and so 
acceptably told, there is much actuality, much humanity, much of 
the real French spirit. 



Poems op War and Peace. By Eobert Underwood Johnson. 
Indianapolis and New York: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1916. 

The poems of Eobert Underwood Johnson are eloquent and vig- 
orous expressions of thoughts upon subjects that have in almost 



